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The interior of the Burtz Merchant 

House preserves decorative details 

from both the 18th and 19th centuries, 

such as ornamented wooden ceilings, 

wooden floors, doors and windows. 

The house was renovated in 1985–

1987.

The Bock, Burtz 

and Hellenius 

Houses are the 

oldest stone 

buildings on 

mainland Helsinki

Alongside the Bock House rose Municipal Mayor 

and Merchant Nils Burtz’ House in 1762–1775 and 

Province Treasurer Carl Hellenius’ House in 1770. 

The Burtz House was probably the first building in 

Helsinki to have three storeys. The houses’ façades 

acquired a new look when the whole block’s Sen-

ate Square side was rebuilt in the Empire style in 

the 1830s. 

The Burtz and Hellenius Houses were used by 

the Helsinki Police Department from the late 19th 

century until 1986. The merchant houses alongside 

Senate Square today belong to the City of Helsinki. 

The ground floors serve businesses, but otherwise 

the buildings are used by the City as office space.

Burtz and Hellenius  
Houses
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